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Project Overview: Although there is increasing evidence that the first year of marine residency is a 
critical stage for juvenile Chinook salmon, limited information is available on the spatial and temporal 
distribution of the fish during this period. Acoustic telemetry studies on juvenile Chinook can provide 
numerous insights into the distribution and migratory patterns of this species. Since the late 1970’s 
juvenile Chinook salmon have been released from the NMFS research hatchery at the Little Port Walter 
Research Station (LPW), located approximately 140 miles south of Juneau, Alaska on the southern tip of 
Baranof Island. During 2016, we will be conducting a feasibility study to determine if large-scale 
telemetry studies on juvenile Chinook released at the station are viable.  
  

The National Marine Fisheries Service, in partnership with the U.S. Geological Survey and Rutgers 
University will be deploying temporary ocean moorings in Southern Chatham Strait near LPW. The 
moorings are part of a research effort to assess the use of autonomous underwater vehicles (AUV) for 
conducting fisheries research and studying the outmigration of juvenile Chinook salmon.  

  

Twenty-four reference moorings will be deployed; three will be placed approximately 3 kilometers 
north of LPW, three will be placed approximately 3 kilometers south of LPW, and eighteen will be near 
the mouth and within the Port Walter area. The moorings will have yellow or orange buoys and will be 
clearly labeled “NOAA RESEARCH”.  All moorings will be a minimum of 200 meters apart and at least 50 
meters from the shore. The moorings will be deployed between March 16 and March 26, 2016. All 
equipment associated with the study will be removed completely no later than December 15, 2016.   

  

*For further information regarding the AUV study please reference NPRB funded-proposal 1529.*  

  

Please contact John Eiler by e-mail at john.eiler@noaa.gov, or by telephone at (907)789-6033, if you 
need additional information regarding this project.  

  

  

  

  

 Please see map on next page for mooring coordinates and placement.  



   

  

  


