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Big Questions

AWhy are Chinook salmon returns poor in SEAK?

Since 2007 Chinook salmon in Alaska have experienced poor production
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Runs of Chinook salmon across 22 stocks in Alaska



Big Questions

AWnhy are Chinook salmon returns poor in SEAK?

AWho, when, where and how many fish are harvested?
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Big Questions

AWnhy are Chinook salmon returns poor in SEAK?
AWho, when, where and how many fish are harvested?
AWhere are the big fish?

Als it possible to increase run size?

Reduce harvest? Will increasing run size increase production?
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Big Questions

AWhy are Chinook salmon returns poor in SEAK?
AWho, when, where and how many fish are harvested?
AWhere are the big fish?

Als it possible to increase run size?

AWhen will things get better?




Outline

ASoutheast Alaska Chinook Salmon

AChinook salmon harvest and management in Southeast Alaska
ATaku River i methods and trends nearly identical on Chilkat
ADrainage information and stock assessment history

AStock assessmentmethodsa dul t and juveni l

AResultsi escapement, harvest, smolt abundance, and marine
survival

Resultsi wi | | answer some of t |



Southeast Alaska Chinook Salmon

A34 Chinook salmon systems in Southeast Alaska

A11 indicator stocks (>90% of wild production)

A~100, 000 wild Al argeo Chinook
ALarge fish ( O6 6 OmnostyiBamEBceank 2 8
ABiological escapement goals for all 11 indicator stocks

ATaku and Stikine rivers >80% wild production (Chilkat 4%)
AStock specific marine rearing patterns: inside and outside rearing

AExtensive SEAK hatchery program ~ 100,000 large Chinook/yeal



Southeast Alaska Harvest and
Management

ASoutheast Alaska harvests > 300,000 large Chinook/year

I 80% commercial and 20% sport (all marine harvest)

A70% from OR, WA, and B.C.

APacific Salmon Treaty
I Account for all Chinook salmon harvest in SEAK
I Marine sampling programs in SEAK (harvest, biological information)
I Estimate escapements in SEAK (indicator stocks)
I Stock assessment programs in SEAK (escapement, smolt production,
harvest)



11 Southeast Alaska Indicator Stocks



