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Å Why are Chinook salmon returns poor in SEAK? 

 

 

Big Questions 

Since 2007 Chinook salmon in Alaska have experienced poor production  

Runs of Chinook salmon across 22 stocks in Alaska 
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Big Questions 

Reduce harvest? Will increasing run size increase production? 
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Å When will things get better? 

  

Big Questions 



 

Å Southeast Alaska Chinook Salmon 

 

Å Chinook salmon harvest and management in Southeast Alaska 

 

Å Taku River ï methods and trends nearly identical on Chilkat 

 

Å Drainage information and stock assessment history 

 

Å Stock assessment methods ï adult and juvenile ñsmoltò 

 

Å Results ï escapement, harvest, smolt abundance, and marine 

survival 

 

Results ï will answer some of the ñbig questionsò 

Outline 



Å 34 Chinook salmon systems in Southeast Alaska 

 

Å 11 indicator stocks (>90% of wild production) 

 

Å ~100,000 wild ñlargeò Chinook/year 

 

Å Large fish (Ó660 mm MEF or 28ò) - mostly 3 and 4 ocean, ǀ 
 

Å Biological escapement goals for all 11 indicator stocks  

 

Å Taku and Stikine rivers >80% wild production (Chilkat 4%)  

 

Å Stock specific marine rearing patterns: inside and outside rearing 

 

Å Extensive SEAK hatchery program ~ 100,000 large Chinook/year 

Southeast Alaska Chinook Salmon 



Southeast Alaska Harvest and 

Management 

Å Southeast Alaska harvests > 300,000 large Chinook/year 
ï 80% commercial and 20% sport (all marine harvest) 

 

Å 70% from OR, WA, and B.C. 

 

Å Pacific Salmon Treaty 
ïAccount for all Chinook salmon harvest in SEAK 

ïMarine sampling programs in SEAK (harvest, biological information) 

ïEstimate escapements in SEAK (indicator stocks) 

ïStock assessment programs in SEAK (escapement, smolt production, 

harvest) 

 



11 Southeast Alaska Indicator Stocks 


